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Lt. Hilton T. Lvtlc l9{5

"l.iuine( the nillitary due tn tfu harttship ul'thc greot depression,
ln tltt ilrm.v, I tyoultl hc tnc let:; person lo hnve to r,lorhc uttil fced nt htme.,,

Ililton tell.s a stOry t,l'being a guciit rrf'thc Nitvy bctore joiuing thc Irrtirrrtry in 1rlirsh 1urusts Gcrrnlltl- rc lrrcr.'t thr'

Russiirns ut the Eltre Rivcr. Rcirtl ()n..,,...

lwas botn in the little town ol Zenoria, LA in 1922, one of five children whose father was employe(lon the

railroad. We moved to Jsna, LAwhen lwas small and graduated from Jena High School in late May 1940, The

Monday after graduation, I hitch-hiked to Alexandria, LA and enlisted in lhe Army. I was not yet 1B years ol age bul

lied to gst accepted. I joined the military due to the hardship of the groat depression, In the Army, I woulcl be one

toss person to have to clothe and feed at home,

I was sworn in on Junell , 1940 at Jackson, Mississippi and senl to Forl Barrancas, near Pensac6l3, filorida

for basic training in artillery. After finishing basic I was assigned to the 13th CoastArtillery, then shipped to Panarna

in December. I was assigned to a battery ot 14 inch disappearing guns mounted on the Atlantic end of llte Panama

Canal.

Our duty here was pretty routine, just kept ready for any kind of attempl 0r altack upon the canal. Laler on'

I was lransferrsd to another battery ot l4 inch railway guns which fired a 1600 pound projectils with a range ol32

miles. We clid all kinds of canal protsction exercises including maintaining observarion points up and down lhe

coast and On erlher side of the canal, One of my assignmenls, along with aboul thirty othOrS was maintaining an

observation posl al Galeta Point. Our neighbors at Galeta Point were Ghiriqui Indians who we gol to Know p'ctry
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and tried to help them as much as we could with medicine and othcr needs. Stayed at Galeta lor severai

,nonths. 
After three years in Panama. I was transterred back lo lhe United States in a most round about rnanner

tn lale 1943 the aircraft carrier USS Intrepid translted the Panama Canal easl to west on her way to the

pocitic. We went aboard on the Pacific end of the canal expecting lo leave lhe ship somewhere on the west coasl,

We saited !o San Francisco but were still on board whon the lrrtrepid left lor Pearl Harbor, a group of about 200

Arrny guys aboard ship with mors lhan three thousand sailors, We nao no duties, iust passengers along lot the

dd€. That ride proved to be a lot more than just lransporlation to lhe Uniled States! lt would have been logical lor

us to get ofl in San Francisco or Pearl instead ol being two hundred more rnouths to feed aboard ship. Could be

go/fleDody had forgotten about us, so we stayed with the ship when she left Pearl in the middle 0l January, '1944

headed for the Marshall lslands and thc invasion of Kwajalein. This campaign lasted until early February and gave

me a ringside seat and a very real introduction to naval war{are, Seeing lhe Inlrepid's plarres return from lheir

rnissions, olten with heavy damage, trying to get safely aboard was a remarkable experience. Walching the ship's

crew respond to any situation inslilled a lol ol respect for the way they performed. Occasionally a plane would nose

over on deck with engine running and the propeller would take big chunks out of the decl< and almost rmmedialely

ralors would be repairing it. Other planes would be so damaged they iust pushed them over the side while some

rould have lo pul down itt lhe sea. When they went in the waler, a deslroyer or some olher crall would come lo

n6 rescue ard bring the crsw back to htrepid.

With Kwajalein secured, lntrepid sailed further into lhe Paci{ic with some other carriers and launched an

anack on lhe big Japanese naval base at Truk. This show starled early on February 17, and was going well until

hal evening when an aircrafl launched lorpedo slammed inlo Intrepid tearing a big hole below lhe waterline and

damaglng her rudder. The ship slayecl afloat and afler a lot of etlorl by crew and officors was able to sleer a course

for Hawari, Temporary repairs were made at Pearl Harbor, then Intrepid limped back to San Francisco. l'm finally

bgck in the United States, almosl! Because we had been stalioned in Panama with oossible contacl with malaria,

fiey quarantingd us across the bay on Angel lsland for fourteen days, lt was not a happy two weeks wilh everybody

anrious to get home. Makes you wonder why there was no concern about malaria infecting the sailors aboard

Intrepid

Once the quarantine was over, I got a 30 day furlough to come home and visit my folks around Christmas,

1943. before reporting to the 69th Infantry Division at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. Since I had been in the Coast

Artillery they assigned me to the Division Field Artillery, a 155mm howitzer battalion, This would have been a good

snuation, but with more firing experience than any of the otficers already assigned to the 69th, there seemed to be

a bil of resentment toward me and when I scored a direct hit on an old tank being used on the tiring range, things
didn't get any belter Around March, 1944, llransferred to Cannon Company of the 273rd lnfantry Regiment. We

tltd mosl0f our training in DeSoto Nationat Forest and before going overseas we traveled, on loot, allthe way from

Camp Shelby to the Gulf of Mexico somewhere near Biloxi, Toward the end of summer we shipped out by train for
lhe east coast, winding up at Camp Kitmer, New Jersey prior to boarding a Liberty ship for Europe. Took us about
7 or B ctays to gsf to Southampton, England. We stayed in England for a few weeks. jusl abour long enough to
frgure out pence, shillings, crowns and pounds, then boarded an English ship in early December and sailed to Le

Havre, France.

The ship didn't dock in Le Havre, we anchored soms distance from shore and tran$ferred to landing craft
' using rope ladders to qo over the side. Shipboard cranes iransferred our cannons and vehicles to the landing craft,
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A device was inserled into the barrels of our cannon so they could be attached to lhe slings and one of thql

damaged the barrel. Whal it did affected the shells fired trom that gun s0 they had a different whine cn th6ir w1y

to lhe targel. From then on, I could always lell when thal gun had fired by the sound. On shore, after gotting attsu,

stut{ loaded on the few trucks we had, we drove inland for some distance to the iown of Soissons and stopped fff

the nighl.

About the $ame lime as our arrival in France, the Germans launched the Ardennes otfensive that came h
be known as lhe Bdttle of the Bulgo, During this period ol lrectic etfotl to stop the German onslaught we are moved

up to holp out dnd set up our guns in position to fire at any target of oppoflunity and held this posilion unlit rhe

Germans losl momentum and lhe Americans went on ths oflensive. We roally didn'l do very much and I was rnore

worried about my brolher in Bastogrto wilh the 101st Airborne

During the firsl week of January, we wenl on line when we relieved the 28th Division. The ?Bth was one ol

the outlits lhat had takon tho worst of the Germarr attack and was in pretty bad shape. We saw people from the

sth and 29th Divisions along wilh some Free French units about thal time. wealher was cold, snow everywhgrs.

but we got our guns in place and spent anolher four or live days firing whenever called upon by whoever might

need a litlle help. By now word had golten around aboul the Malmedy rnassacre and that made everybody hate

tho Gormans fitore than over, With this fresh in our minrjs when we went on the attack January 19, lhere was greal

delerminalion to do all the damage to the Germans we could' over the next few weeks wo cross€d the Siegfried

line, courtesy of the Army Engineers who had built earthworks above tho dragorl's teeth and across lhe anti'lank

ditchos, There was a bad problern with land mines and lhat problem was solved by eguipping a lank or tractor with

a rotating drum out in fronl with lengths of Chain attached to tlail the ground before them. When the chains hila

6tine it would explocle hannlessly some distance in front of the special eguipped vehicle. One time we were dtrg in

among heavy trees and the Germans woukl fire drtillery and mortars al us causing iree bursls which scallered

shrapnel all ovgr the place. We had to build bunkers from logs and dirt for protection. Whetrever we had lo drg

foxholos lor protection wc learned lo add a little feature callecl a grenade sump, This was a deeper excavation btg

enough to kick tt grenacle into wlrere the shrapnel dislribution would be limited

Toward the endof Janualry, tho 69th had the otrlective of capturing three towns, Meschoid, Rescheid, and

Camburg, all on highef grotrnd, something inlantry commanders always hope tor. Dtrring the fighting to capture

these places, orre ol our forward obscrvers, Ll.

Carter, was lril by enemy lire attd I was sent up

lo the OP (Observation Point) to relieve him. Let

me say here, that directing artillery firo is a skill

thal come$ naturally to some and musl t>e

learned by oihers. artd I had always been good at

it artd by this time with a few years of experience,

I was very good. Tho radio operator at the OP

was a fellow named Mazurkowitz lrorn New York.

(A lol ol 69th peoplo rvere trom lhal part 0f the

country and otten kidded me aboul nty soutlrern

heritage.) | had no sooner gotlen lhore when one

of our infgntry plaloons gol pinned down artd

I
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fleeded 
help. Mazurkowits and I crawled forward trying to get a belter look jusl at daylight and with a lol of fog

shr6uding any possible targel$. Was a tough crawl for Mazurkowits carrying about 60 pounds of radio. When

viiibility improved enough we could $ee what appeared to f,e a small mounlain covered with trces and snow, We

determined this was where lhe Germans had some 88 mm riflos dug in. I called lor one round to got my bearings

and then radioed back to Fire for Eflect! Within aboul four minutes 48 rounds ol 105 amrno, some PD, some

delayed fuse. slammed into the mountain and the whole thing came tumbling down. That silenced the enemy firo

and our guys gol out salely. We had just destroyed a bunker aboil as tall as a six slory building, Stayed there for

three or lour days with the fighting pretty heavy before another observer relieved me. When I got back to my

c6mpany. everybody was congratulating me for doing such a good job, but I didrr'l consider il attything m0re than

whal was expected. Nevenheless, it resulted in my getting a baltletield commission.

Sometimes, in spite of the danger and seriousness of combat, small incidentg occur that iniecl a little humor

and rclieve the tension,..,,at least momentarily. During World War ll. units comrnunicated by telephone most of tlle

time and thie called lor the signal people to slring wire all over tho place and dislribute telephones to the companies

on lhe front line, One lime I watched a guy running wire across a {ield while carrying three or four ol the old local

battery phones when the Germans started dropping Small mortar shells around him. Instead of running for his lite.

he stopped, threw up his hands and gave the Germans the middle finger. Whether il was courage or insanily I don't

know, but il sure was funny at the moment. Around the same time, another rotund and red headed character named

Bobo, that was his real name, in spite of being sca/ed and facing death at any time, jumped up on a pile ot shell

case$ and started singing; "Oh my Darlin', Oh my Darlin', Oh my Darlin'Clementine." From then on, when anybody,

sometimes everybody, wanted to break lhe tension you heard the strains ol Bobo's theme song echoing through

lhe ranks.

As wa continued our advance into Germany, w6 participated in the eapture of some bigger cities, Frankfurl

being the biggest. I would spend most of rny lime up with lhe front line troops direCting cannon fire whenever and

wherever needed, Mazurkowits and his radio my constant companion. Alter a while, usually I or 10 days we would

go back to Cannon Company tor a rest. In March, with the Germany Army nearing collapse, we arrived back at the

company to learn a small task force consisting of a lank company, an infantry company, our company, and some

other artillery units was being formed to clean up any rssislance left in small lowns and villages along the American

advarrce. Riglrl away, the tankers sp€d on their way and we couldn't catch up. They would go through a town wilh

white tlags hanging from the wirrctows without any trouble but when we arrived, lhere might be unexpecled

rosistance trom snipers, some ol them using weapons hiddcn lrehind the white flags. We suflered sev€ral

casuallies and soon learned lo be careful, no matter how many bed sheets were on display, We just let the lanks

g0 their way, while we tool( care of business. As any intantryman can tell you. tanks draw enemy fire like honey

draws flies and we were probably belter otf without them, We made it lhrough that operation but suffered a good

many casuatties trom whalever German diehard tighter might be hidden with a weapon. Thc tankers with their

hoavy armor were pretty much immune from this kind of harassment, but not the infanttV, and as a forward

Observer. I was righl up thore in lhe forelront of the action.

The next btg town we encountsred was Kassel where lhe fight involved aerial support with lots ol smoke

and fire among the ruin already inflicted by heavy air raids. Past Kassel, we continued to advance deeper inlo

Germany, kind ol traumatic experience, sometirnes we walked, somstimes we rode. When enemy resislance was

encountered, we dug in, did whalever it took lo dispose ol it and kept on $oing. The 69th Division captured Leipzig
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where the heaviest resislance came trom a hugo monument there commomorating the defeat of Napoteon in l'li.
In the course of action we were frring our cannons almost poinl blank into the monument with cther grgpr'
supporling from the rear. Afler the battle we promptly put up a big sign announcing to anyone and everygn, ry*
are now entering LEIPZIG, courlesy of the 69th INFANTRY DlVlS|ON, Along tho way we discovered and tiberatm

ona of lhs concenlration camps and found the most horrible conditions you can imagine. Emaciated rnmates, m6ny

near the p0int of death, a truly pititul sight. Our medics and other Army personnel were soon busy trying to heip

these people as besl they could. Now, in the middle of April. lhe war in Europe nearly over, we reached the Elbe

River and stopped lo regroup. Ten days later, on Aprit 25, the Ru$sian Army showed up across the Elbe and the

69th Division had lhe honor of being the first American oulfil lo meet lhem. Less than two weeks later the German

surrender would be signed.

The Bussians we encounlered were a moll€y crew by our $tandards. They nad $ome vehictos. some 0f

thern were ridrng camels, many of them had their women with lhem, and little in the way of discipline. For no reasoo

al all, they might point lheir rifle in the air and starl shooting, or it a building still had an unbroken wincJow. lhey

would shoot it out. One incident sticks in my mind: One of their vehicles had a problem and a fellow was underneath

trying to get it going when another Russian ran over his protruding legs. Then. a Russian officer who witnessed it

look his piston and promptly shot the driver for running over his comrade. lt was unbelievable to rne.

All in all, lhey were a pretty rough bunch. more animal than human, The German people were terrilied of

them and thousands came inlo our sector o{ the occupation hoping to avoid any contact. My concepl of the

Fussians al that time was pretty bad.

I had enough points lo come home pretty soon and left Europe by way of Camp Lucky Strike. Gol home

and took a lob in the oil fields where I soon realized I

needed lo get an education and enrolled at LSU on the Gl

Bill. Also got marned and applisd to LSU for vsteran's

housing where I encountered a bit of Louisiana politics. My

housing application was a$signed number 65. Three or four

weeks later I wenl to check on il and found our ntrmber was

now in the 80's. I said "What the Hell is going on?" and hsar

lhis reply: Well, some football players have come in and

tlrey were given the housing you were supposed to get.

That's when I transferred lo Texas A&M,

When tho Korean War starled, I was cailed back to

active duty and was on my way to Korea when I was

intercepled in Tokyo and assigned to training artillerymen,
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