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COMMANDER’S 

CORNER 

Byron Comeaux 
 

In the Department 
of Louisiana, time is 
flying by. Now that 
we have finished 
our Mid-Winter 
Conference and 
Dist. Conferences, 

we are fast closing in on the last 
quarter of this Legion’s year and 
getting ready for our Dept. 
Convention. All Legionnaires 
should make every attempt to 
support the decisions and 
programs from their District 
meetings and help others to learn 
what is going on within their 
Districts. 

This year as Commander 
in the American Legion, the 
organization has made some new 
changes, starting with our 
Preamble. The word “ALL” 
replaced the words (the Great) 
“To preserve the memories and 
incidents of our associations In All 
Wars.” In the Department, a new 
door was added; now, it is time for 
you Legionaries to use it. Come in 
and find out about what the 
Legion was founded on-our four 
pillars: 1. Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation; 2. National 
Security; 3. Americanism; 4. 
Children & Youth. Each of these 
pillars encompasses a variety of 
programs that benefit our nation’s 
veterans, its service members, 
their families, the youth of 
America and ordinary citizens.  

The deadline has passed 
for Districts to turn in your 
candidates selected by your 
District to compete in our 
Department competition. Do not 
forget the American Legion 
Programs that has proven 
successful in our community, i.e., 
Boys State, Girls State, Eagle Scout 
of the Year, Oratorical, JROTC, 
Teacher, Lawman, EMT, Fireman 
and Citizen of the year. 
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With Deepest 

Gratitude, 

We Remember 

And Honor 
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2021 FALL CONFERENCE 

SCHEDULE 
District 1 - TBD 

District 2 – October 30 
10:00 AM-Post 350, 1023 Ridgewood 

Drive, Metairie, 70001 
                 District 3 – October 15-17 

Time TBD-Holiday Inn-Post 31 Houma 
District 4 – September 25 

9:00 AM-Post 74, 119 Pine Street, 
Minden 71058 
District 5 - TBD 
District 6 – TBD 

9:00 AM-Post 185, Slidell 
District 7 – September 26 

9:00 AM-Post 225, 1909 Lawtell Hwy., 
Church Point 70525 

District 8 – October 31 
9:00 AM-Post 03, 3215 Rapides 

Avenue, Alexandria 71301 
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FROM THE  

ADJUTANT 

Tony Betts  
 
Greetings,  
Since March of 2020, 
we have all been pretty 
much “shut down” in 
face-to-face operations 
and in meetings due to 
COVID. In short, since 

the COVID threat is vastly lessened, it 
is time for us to get back to working 
on and supporting The American 
Legion programs for our fellow 
Veterans. Much work was still going 
on behind the scenes, without fanfare 
or publication by our dedicated 
Legionnaires. It is time for us all to 
“get back into the game”! 

To start off, we are in the 
final stretch of preparing for our 
annual Department Convention in the 
Holiday Inn, Alexandria, LA. This year 
the Department Convention will run 
from 17-20 June 2021. Pre-
Convention Commission meetings will 
take place on Thursday, and all 
Louisiana Legionnaires are welcome 
to attend! Make sure you have your 
current 2021 membership card! These 
meetings are mostly an open forum 
style, and many good ideas have 
come from the attendees just like you 
and me! We need good fresh ideas to 
keep moving our Department 
forward.  

The Convention opens on 
Friday morning and continues thru 
Sunday. During this time, other 
meetings will continue, including a 
Veterans Benefits session; reports will 
be given; informative training sessions 
are planned; and many friendships 
will be renewed. You will enjoy the 
free hospitality and entertainment 
offered in the evenings. In the final 
portion of the Sunday morning 
session, New Officers will be elected 
or re-elected to serve as 2021-2022 
Department and National Officers.  

You and your Post members 
are the Electing Delegates, but you 
must be there to cast your votes!  

The Testimonial Banquet 
Dinner to honor our outgoing 
Dept./Det. Commanders and Dept. 
Presidents will be on Friday evening 
June 18th at 7pm. Tickets are on sale 
now for $25 each and must be 
purchased in advance.  

Continued on Page 2 
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FROM THE ADJUTANT 

Continued from Page 1 

Housing Request Forms are posted on 
the Department website – 
www.lalegion.org. 

Membership:  For 2021 year 
– Our goal for the year is 17,562. 
Currently, our membership is at 
88.416%. This year, the May 12th 
100% goal was changed to 95% by 
National, and the June 9th goal date is 
100%. This was done to encourage 
more posts to achieve 100%. We have 
33 of our 200 Posts at 100% or more. 
We did not meet the May national 
goal, but we can make the June goal if 
all posts renew their 2020 paid 
members for 2021! Call your 
members to remind them to renew.  

Membership Eligibility 
Change: Military Veterans with an 
honorable discharge (DD214), that 
have served on active duty any time 
since and including Pearl Harbor 
December 7th, 1941 are eligible to join 
The American Legion!  

www.legion.org is our 
national website for all members. It 
has information every Legionnaire can 
use, from membership and benefits 
to programs for our youth, and 
American Legion National efforts to 
lobby Congress on military veteran 
benefits and National security. 
www.lalegion.org This is our 
department website.  Please visit and 
let us know what you think. You will 
find information on awards, 
membership, veteran and youth 
programs, and post information.   

Legionnaire Magazine:   The 
Legionnaire magazine that we enjoy 
belongs to all the American Legion 
members of Louisiana. Any American 
Legion Member, Post or District 
Member/Officer or Department 
Member may submit an article or 
pictures for publication. You are the 
best person to tell the story of your 
military experience, your Post 
accomplishments, and especially your 
local community support efforts. Use 
the local newspapers to tell the public 
what we are all about and what we 
do. Ask your Post Officers to publicize 
the efforts of your post and members. 
I am asking each District Commander, 
each Post Commander, and 
Committee Chairman to submit an 
article to show what has been going 
on in your Districts, Posts and 
communities. This is your opportunity 
to let all our members know the good 
things that are that we are doing. 
Send your articles and photos to LA 
Dept. of The American Legion, P.O 
Box 3749, Baton Rouge, LA 70821, 
attn: Adjutant, or email to 
adjutant@lalegion.org. 

2021 National Convention:  
The American Legion National 
Convention will be held in Phoenix AZ 
– Aug 27 – Sep 2, 2021.  We have 
been assigned to the Springhill Suites 
Hotel. As a registered delegate, you 
can attend the National Commission 

meetings, General Sessions, Training 
Sessions, and the election of our new 
National Commander and National 
Vice Commanders! Information and 
housing forms are posted on the 
Department website – 
www.lalegion.org. Look for the blue 
tab “Conventions”.   

Donations: The American 
Legion solicits donations for specific 
programs: NEF (National Emergency 
Foundation) uses donated funds to 
assist American Legion members and 
families during events such as 
hurricanes, flooding, tornados and 
other weather events. Affected 
members are given funds as grants, 
but you must be a paid current 
member. Louisiana members typically 
benefit $5 to every 1 dollar that we 
donate. We encourage all Posts and 
members to contribute to this fund 
since Louisiana depends heavily on 
this fund following hurricane and 
flooding emergencies. Poppy Fund:  
Funds derived from Poppy donation 
drives are the funds used for Children 
& Youth programs and Temporary 
Financial Assistance.  We are getting 
an increased number of requests from 
veterans and their families for these 
funds. Every Louisiana American 
Legion Post is required by our 
Department Bylaws (Article 1, Section 
10 outlines Post responsibilities) to 
provide funds for this program.  If the 
Post conducts a Poppy Donation 
Drive, 50% of the donations must be 
sent to the Poppy Fund. The 
remaining 50% of donations may be 
used for Veteran Programs at the Post 
level. For Posts that do not conduct 
Poppy sales, Posts with less than 200 
members shall remit $25; Posts with 
over 200 members $40. We 
encourage all Posts and all members 
to contribute to this fund. 
 Veterans and Children’s 
Foundation: Exactly as the name 
implies, this is our National 
Commander Bill Oxford’s special 
project for support of Veterans and 
Children. The TFA (Temporary 
Financial Assistance) program is 
funded by donations to this fund. The 
primary focus is to assist the Veteran 
and Military family with minor 
children on a temporary basis. This is 
a grant to the recipients. Send your 
tax deductable donations to La. Dept. 
of The American Legion P.O Box 
3749, Baton Rouge, La. 70821, attn: 
Adjutant. Designate which fund or 
funds you wish the donation to be 
credited to. (A donation receipt can 
be provided at your request.) 
 SAL (Sons of The American 
Legion): Help your local Post and SAL 
Squadron by activating or renewing 
your 2021 dues. SAL Squadrons and 
members can assist the Post in many 
post functions. Legionnaires can 
become Dual-Members (if eligible 
under SAL rules). Squadrons can 
activate or reactivate with 10 
members.    

 Annual Required Reports: 
Post Data Form: This is a mandatory 
form from National.   
Post Officer Certification Form:  This 
is a mandatory form to be completed 
and sent to Department following the 
Post elections in May.  
Consolidated Post Report:  This is a 
mandatory form. Please return to 
Department not later than June 1st   
so we can get them to National by 
July 1, 2021. National uses the 
information on these reports to 
compile their report and then they 
provide the information to Congress. 
The form is available on-line at 
www.Lalegion.org  and has also been 
mailed to the Posts. 
 Annual Awards: 
Hamley-Barrios Award:  Submissions 
are due to Department not later than 
May 30, 2021. 
Stiffel Award:  Submissions are due to 
Department not later than May 30, 
2021. 
 Websites: MYLEGION.ORG. 
The MyLegion website is still being 
built and repaired but is useable. If 
you have not signed your Post up, you 
need to.  If you want to expand your 
Post membership, the system will give 
you names and contacts for the 
veterans in your area. MYSAL.ORG. 
National has also opened 
www.mySAL.org.  
 SPECIAL REMINDER: Voting 
Credentials must be determined 30 
days prior to Convention.  We will use 
the May 19th report in order to 
calculate.   
 If you have any questions or 
comments, please call 225-219-1943, 
email adjutant@lalegion.org, or  
write to LA Dept. of The American 
Legion, P.O. Box 3749, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70821. 

For God & Country 
 

 
 

 
UPDATE 

Due to current COVID 19 
restrictions, the 2021 Session 
of the Louisiana Boys State 
will be held ONLINE AS A 
VIRTUAL PROGRAM.  Dates 
for this VIRTUAL ONLINE 
SESSION is JUNE 21-25, 
2021. To register, go to 
www.laboysstate.com.  

http://www.lalegion.org/
http://www.legion.org/
http://www.lalegion.org/
http://www.lalegion.org/
http://www.lalegion.org/
http://www.mysal.org/
mailto:adjutant@lalegion.org
http://www.laboysstate.com/


 
Vice Commander’s Views 

Wilbert C. August, Jr. 
THE AMERICAN LEGION “A UNIFIED 
FORCE”  
          We all must realize that it took 
white and black veterans coming 
together to form a unified force to 
make this country a force of strength 
and respect. As a unified force, we 
experience events that changed our 
lives. Even when we experienced 
tragedy and saw the horrors of war, 
as veterans we pushed ourselves to 
continue and inspire others.  
          African Americans have 
participated in every major United 
States war since colonial times. A few 
of the more recognizable units in 
which they served are the Buffalo 
Soldiers, who originated as the Army’s 
10th Cavalry Regiment and served in 
the Spanish-American War, World 
War I and the Italian campaign of 
World War II; the 369th Infantry 
Regiment, also known as the “Harlem 
Hellfighters,” said to have never lost a 
man to capture or a foot of ground 
while they were on the front line; the 
Montford Point Marines, who 
received basic training in a segregated 
boot camp; and the Tuskegee Airmen, 
a World War II African American 
aviation group whose story has been 
brought to light through books, in 
Hollywood and on the small screen.  
          We must continue to honor all 
current and former members of the 
Armed Services. Our country’s 
greatness is built on the foundation of 
their courage and sacrifice.  
These quotes memorialize individuals 
throughout history who dedicated 
their lives to fighting for the United 
States.  
1. “We are not retreating – we are 
advancing in another direction.”  
General Douglas MacArthur during World 
War II, courtesy Brainy Quote  
2. “The eyes of the world are upon 
you . . . I have full confidence in your 
courage, devotion to duty, and skill in 
battle.” General Dwight D. Eisenhower 

on D-Day, June 6, 1944, courtesy 
USMM.org  

3. “We, the colored soldiers, have 
fairly won our right by loyalty and 
bravery – shall we obtain them? If 
they are refused now, we shall 
demand them.” Sergeant Major William 
McCeslin commenting after the last 
Appomattox campaign, courtesy National 
Park Service  
4. “Better to fight for something than 
live for nothing.” Gen. George S. Patton, 
Jr., courtesy Brainy Quote  

5. "There are no secrets to success. It 
is the result of preparation, hard 
work, learning from failure." Colin  
Powell Perpetual optimism is a force 
multiplier." 

VC August, continued from left 
WHY DO YOU CONTINUE TO SERVE 
IN THE AMERICAN LEGION? Service is 
the gift we give to the world. It’s what 
makes us human. It is also what gives 
our lives meaning. Serving my country 
is part of serving humanity.  
OF WHAT ARE WE MOST PROUD? 
We are proud to say we were able to 
do something significant in life, 
something positive. We have served 
in the military, volunteered in our 
community, earned achievements, 
but most of all been an asset to 
humanity.  
 See you all at State 
Convention in June! 

FOR GOD & COUNTRY 

 

 
 

 

Vice Commander’s Views 

Alvia “A. J.” Jones 
 

I enjoyed seeing all of you 
at the recent Spring Conferences 
and look forward to seeing 
everyone again at State 
Convention in June.  We still have 
lots of work to do, and in 
particular, Membership.  The 
renewals now are much harder to 
get collected, so we must use 
every means possible to get them 
renewed.  

 Let us not forget our 
"Buddy Calls", not only for 
recruitment, but to just check on 
members that have been under 
the weather and to let them know 
we are thinking of them and to 
see if there is anything we can do 
for them or help them with.  It 
goes a long way toward them 
knowing there is someone out 
there that took the time to just 
say hello and see if they need 
help, or that someone cared 
enough to call and chat for a 
while. 

I am asking for all your 
support and help over the next 
few months.  If I can be of any 
assistance in anyway, please 
contact me. My information is in 
the book, old or new.  

Remember Membership, 
Membership, Membership!!! 

For God & Country 
 

 

 

 

COMMANDER’S CORNER 

Continued from Page 1 

The Dept. Oratorical 
contest for this year was held at 
Post 513 Thibodaux and the 
winner will be recognized at 
Convention.   

The membership year is 
not over yet and the Department 
is depending on you to not to give 
up. Your Post is counting on you to 
still drive Membership! We have 
33 Posts over 100%, and 
congratulations are in order with 
some Posts that are way over 
100%!  District Commanders, you 
have the trainers in each of your 
Districts in those 33 Posts. Ask 
them what they are doing in your 
area.  Knock and the door will be 
opened to you. Seek and you will 
find. Consolidated Post Reports 
are used to assist Departments in 
the documentation of activities of 
your Post.  You can go online to fill 
it out and download the 
Consolidated Post Report form. 
Post Commanders and Adjutants, 
the Department Adjutant mailed 
to you a copy of all mandatory 
reports you are required to 
complete and return to 
Department by the deadline date 
of each report. In failing to submit 
these reports, you are letting your 
Post and Department down. 

The American Legion 
Washington DC.  Conference was 
Virtual this year, but it did go on. 
We contacted our Representatives 
and Senators on the Hill. Let us 
not forget that we are a family. 
The American Legion is made up 
of sister organizations:  Sons of 
the American Legion (SAL); 2. The 
American Legion Auxiliary; and 
The American Legion Riders. We 
need to keep this in mind when 
we are recruiting members. My 
Thanks to all Officers within the 
Department, Districts, Areas, and 
Posts, but most of all to you the 
Legionnaires for doing your due 
diligence in moving the 
Department forward, as well as 
working our American Legion 
Programs, Thank You. See you at 
State Convention from June 17- 20 
2021 in Alexandria! 

1 Corinthians 12:14: The 
body of Christ, or the people that are 
the whole of humanity, are a TEAM. 
The body is not supported by one 
person, but by all of us. We are one, 
we are strongest WORKING together 
in unity. TEAMWORK is the key to 
living life in harmony, so that we do 
God’s will. 

FOR GOD and COUNTRY 



From the Sons of The American Legion 

From Camille A. LeJeune, Jr. – NEC/Detachment Adjutant 

Membership is very slow at Department this time of the year.  This year our goal is set at 1,958 and we 
have 1,656 paid members.  We still need 302 to reach 100%.  I realize all Squadrons are struggling to get 
membership paid, but some people may not be back at work and must set priority of what they can pay.  

If your Squadron has a few dollars, please consider adopting a fellow member at this time.  If you are meeting, bring it up to your 
group.  We have 23 Squadrons that have reached 100% as of the last report.  If you are getting my emails, you can view and see 
those reports.  In November I got a message from National about 69 Squadrons either not having a Commander or Adjutant, invalid 
addresses, or officers not current with their dues.  On that report was 44 Squadrons that are not on the current report and have not 
had membership for years.  Letters have been mailed to those Posts asking to activate with 10 members or cancel the charter.  
While a charter is canceled, at any point in the future, a Post can re-activate it with 10 members and come back on the report.  It’s 
just that I am trying to clean up the report.   
 We, as Squadron leaders should be using emails, phone or dropping our members a note.  Each member’s dues help to 
support The American Legion programs.  Check your rosters and if you have a member that has over 3 years of continuous years, 
please contact them.  If any of you need a new roster now, please email me and I can provide in excel or pdf document.  We seem to 
lose more on renewals and gain on new members.  We don’t have a problem signing up a new member, but have a problem 
retaining him for future years.  Should you need my assistance, please contact me at: lamembership@yahoo.com and I will help 
whenever I can.   
 The 2021 Convention pin has been approved and off to the vendor.  We are not ordering the same number as we have in 
the past.  Please bring extra money from your Squadron to purchase additional pins for your Squadron officers. Credentials will be 
determined 30 days prior to Convention.  I will use the May 19th report in order to calculate.  After it’s proofed, I will email so that 
you know how much money to bring to purchase your voting strength. This month, all elections should be completed.  I need 
Squadron data reports, consolidated reports and your new officers.  The sooner you get those in, the sooner they can be processed.  
If you have any questions, please call. Detachment Convention is set for June 18th and 19th.  That was the only weekend that Holiday 
Inn could accommodate the Legion, Auxiliary, and SAL.  We will have a National guest this trip and looking forward to getting more 
information from National.  Looking forward to seeing everyone that weekend.   
 We had training from National on Thursday, and I still don’t feel comfortable about what I see.  I think it’s going to take 
some time to learn this new system.  For those Post/Squadron Adjutants trying to sign on, go to mylegion.org, in the middle is a 
resources tab, click on it and go to videos.  There are 5 out there that pertain to Post and Squadrons.  That was not for Department 
use. Please keep social distancing, wash your hands, wear your mask and be sure to use hand sanitizer when you can.  We all need 
to work together to see what the future holds.  We have lost so many members and loved ones due to the virus. Post Commander’s, 
please share this article with your Squadrons and their members.  Future membership reports will include the above information, as 
time gets closer.  

From Tommy Vassar – Detachment Commander 

 It has been a pleasure serving you for the last 3 years, but time has come for me to step down.  I look forward to working 
with your new Commander, as well as the other officers.  I wish the best for those seeking elections and those wishing to serve our 
Detachment again.  If you plan to seek the top 5 Officer’s positions, mail in your Veteran’s discharge papers prior to Convention.  
Looking forward to seeing each of you at the upcoming Convention.  We will be seeing a lot of new faces which is good for our 
Detachment. For the first year, I was able to get lots of traveling done, but the second and third year was just horrible due to the 
virus.  Now that things are starting to open, I am wishing this Detachment well as we move forward with the programs of The 
American Legion and in membership.  Any donations for this year must be mailed to our Adjutant before May 31st to be counted for 
this year.  If not, bring with you to Convention and that can go for next year. 
 We do have Blair Miles from Alabama, our National Vice Commander, coming to Convention.  We look forward to seeing 
him and the message that he will bring from National.  For the last year plus, everything has been virtual and emails.  Hopefully, all 
this will change.  There will be a National Convention in Arizona this year and delegates will be elected at our Convention.  Don’t 
know if our delegation will be cut due to social distancing. Our Adjutant has mailed the call with lots of forms that need to be 
completed by Squadron leaders.  If you have not turned in your reports yet, please do so.  That is needed to complete National’s 
request. We did not order medallions this year due to not having Mid-Winter, but we have ordered our Convention pin.  Those will 
be for sale at Convention. 
 Since this hotel is new to all of us, plans are underway to open the Legion’s office and have the Sons information for 
distribution there as well.  We do hope to have additional help on the Sons side so that we can accomplish what needs to be done. 
We do hope to have our membership cards, but if not, plan to have someone tell us where they will need to be mailed.  Registration, 
Convention pins and voting strength will all be available. Once again, it has been an honor to serve you and look forward to future 
leadership and the growth of our organization. Post Commanders, while this issue does not reach any SAL members, we ask that you 
copy and share this article with your Squadron leaders so they can bring up at their meetings. 

 

Final Thoughts 
A Word – From the Assistant Editor 
 Just a few thoughts for Memorial Day 

Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain said “Heroism is latent in every human 
soul. However humble or unknown, they (the veterans) have renounced 
what are accounted pleasures and cheerfully undertaken all self-denials; 
privations, toils, dangers, sufferings, sicknesses, mutilations, life-long 
hurts and losses, death itself.  For some great good, dimly seen but 
dearly held.”  

 
 I wonder what we would say to them, if by chance they might hear our musings. Perhaps we cannot do any better 
than to call them the greatest hope of the greatest country in the world. Perhaps we should say we will make certain that 
your stories are told to the young. Perhaps we should say we will try to imitate both your purposes and lives, in both 
peace and war. Perhaps we should just sincerely say thank you for making sure that this island of liberty would continue. 
Perhaps we should just say this, along with Abraham Lincoln: “Gold is good in its place; but living, brave, patriotic men, 
are better than gold.” We can say we are forever in your debt and we will never forget. 

PR 
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